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Shoah Resource Center, The International School for Holocaust Studies 34 / 9 workmanship on these documents was on a very high level. The Secretariat of the Council collected thousands of orders from all the Polish and Jewish organizations and the relief cells connected with the Council.
The staff of the Legalization Office were constantly in danger. They always worked with their weapons nearby ready for use, and more than one of them fell at his post. The head of the Council's documents "factory" was a former district governor (starosta) of one of the cities in Poland, who had professional experience in this field. He worked diligently and loyally until he fell into the hands of the Gestapo and was shot. The Council distributed thousands of Aryan documents free of charge to Jews in Warsaw and the vicinity; thousands were sent to the provincial towns and camps as well as to Jews in hiding in other cities.
It should be noted that the Jewish National Committee, besides sending substantial sums of money to the secret committees active in the Poniatowa and Trawniki concentrations camps, smuggled -together with "Żegota" -scores of sets of "Aryan" papers, stamps (to fill out the documents properly), cameras, crucifixes, Catholic medallions, prayer books, and New Testaments into these camps in order to help fleeing Jews conceal their identity.
The Council was particularly concerned about the plight of Jewish children, toward whom the Germans were especially cruel. On January 30, 30,000 zlotys (individual subsidies were 400 zlotys and in June they received 50,000 zlotys, at a time when 320,000 zlotys were required to cover relief needs and rescue the Jewish survivors in the city of Cracow).
In September 1943, a district council was formed in Lwow and it was allotted 60,000 zlotys, but the grant did not reach its destination because the female courier was arrested. There was also a relief committee in Zamość, which at first helped ten Jews in hiding, but later extended relief to 100 The Deputy Chairman of the Council, Tadeusz Rek, on the other hand, made no effort to conceal his view that the major motivation for the creation of "Żegota" was the realization that "it was needed for the good of Poland".
There are very significant differences between Polish and Jewish sources on the number of people helped by "Żegota". Rek declares that at least 40,000 Jews in Poland (including the camps) received aid from "Żegota".
According to Arczyński, 50,000 Jews benefited from the various forms of assistance -financial, legalization, medical, child care, and help against blackmailers. Jewish sources (Dr. Berman, Yitzhak Zuckerman, and Yaakov Zelemenski), on the other hand, assert that during the years 1943-1944, over 4,000, out of a total of 20,000 Jews in hiding in occupied Warsaw, received direct assistance from "Żegota". Emmanuel Ringelblum, who followed the work of the Council, was aware of the fact that it failed to fulfill the expectations of its founders. Nonetheless, it "had 300 Jewish families under its wing, who were on the Aryan side and whose existence was solely dependent on the aid of the Council".
In summation, the Council was not given the opportunity to develop largescale relief activities due to the lack of funds (a fact that was emphasized by Rek and Zrczyński, who reiterated categorically that the Government Delegation consistently refused to make significant sums available to "Żegota") as well as the lack of assistance by government circles, which did nothing to save the surviving remnants of Polish Jewry. The government even
